
 
 

 
 

Real Estate Photography PRE-SHOOT CHECKLIST 
 

OUTSIDE YOUR HOME 
• Park your cars in the garage or down the street away from the front of the home. 
• Remove rolling basketball hoops from the driveway or the front of the home. 
• Mow the lawn. Rake up leaves. Sweep sidewalks. Turn off sprinklers.  
• Put hoses, lawnmowers, garbage cans, gardening/cleaning equipment & toys in the 

garage. 
• Straighten your yard furniture. Put the cushions on the chairs and remove your BBQ cover. 
• Close all of the windows. 
• Hide your pets, even if they are cute and friendly. Please also hide dog crates and litter 

boxes. 
• Clean your pool and remove any cleaning equipment or pool toys from view. 

 

INSIDE YOUR HOME 
• Clean every room in the house. 
• Turn on all of the lights to make sure they all work. Replace any burned out or dim bulbs. 
• Open the window blinds and curtains to create a uniform look. 
• Pick up any clutter. If you have packing boxes around, please take them to the garage or 

hide them in closets. 
• Hide your pets, even if they are cute and friendly. Please also hide dog crates and litter 

boxes. 
• Remove all personal items such as photos. (Non-personal pictures are acceptable.) 
• Hide or remove all power leads and extra cables. 
• Remove all toys, floor fans, etc. 
• Remove exercise equipment. 
• Turn off and clean all ceiling fans. 
• Clean all windows inside and out. 
• Vacuum carpets and clean hardwood floors. 
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ROOM-SPECIFIC TIPS 
Living Room, Family Room, and Dining Room 

• Arrange sofa cushions so they are nice and straight. Fold blankets. Hide the remotes. 
• If your dining room is large, put the leaf in table and distribute the chairs accordingly. 
• If your dining room is small, remove any leaves from the table and distribute the chairs 

accordingly. 
• Remove clutter from bookshelves, entertainment centers, coffee tables, fireplace 

mantles, etc. 
• Arrange DVD’s, games and books neatly on the shelves. 
• Remove mail, newspaper and magazines 
• Remove all personal items such as photos. (Non-personal pictures are acceptable.) 
•  

Kitchen 

• Clean the kitchen counters and cabinets. Hide utensils, cookware, paper towels, 
sponges, soap dispensers, etc. Counter space is your friend. 

• Clean all backsplashes, range hoods and large appliances. 
• Remove all small appliances. 
• Remove everything from the front of, and clean, the outside of the refrigerator, stove, and 

dishwasher. (No magnets on the refrigerator) 
• Empty out and clean the sink. 

Bathrooms 

• Put the toilet lids down. Hide plungers, brushes, and trashcans. 
• Hide soap dispensers, soap dishes, shower products, and reading materials. 
• Clear off counters. Remove all toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, medications, etc. 
• Make sure towels are nice and matching. 
• Make sure glass and mirrors are spotless. 

 
Bedrooms 

• Make the beds and clean up the rooms. 
• If you have jewelry boxes, watch boxes, or other expensive items, remove them from 

view. 
• Hide clothes, shoes, and other dressing items in the closets or under the bed (out of 

view). 
• Remove all personal items such as photos. (Non-personal pictures are acceptable.) 
• De-clutter toys, games, books, tissue boxes, etc. 

 
Thank You For Your Cooperation! 

	


